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Read
Read the Declaration and try to figure it out all by yourself, like a detective entering a crime scene that you've never seen before. Read the words, the sentences, the paragraphs. What seems to be going on? Have you seen anything like this before? Pretend you've just found this text on a long-lost scrap of paper and try to figure out what it is trying to communicate.


By the Representatives of the

United states of America,

In general Congress assembled.



When in the course of human Events, it becomes necessary for one People to dissolve the Political Bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the Powers of the Earth, the separate and equal Station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent Respect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the Separation.



We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness—-That to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just Powers from the Consent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new Government, laying its Foundation on such Principles, and organizing its Powers in such Form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.


Reflect
Select the word 
reflect and add a note explaining what you think this text is about.
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Read the Declaration again, this time more slowly, stopping at each word that you find interesting, or don't know. Select that word. Then type a note explaining what you think the word means in this text. Color the note blue if the word is a noun, red for a verb, and green for an adjective or other part of speech.


By the Representatives of the

United states of America,

In general Congress assembled.



When in the course of human Events, it becomes necessary for one People to dissolve the Political Bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the Powers of the Earth, the separate and equal Station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent Respect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the Separation.



We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness—-That to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just Powers from the Consent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new Government, laying its Foundation on such Principles, and organizing its Powers in such Form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.


Check your work
Go back and re-read the text, tapping on each word you selected, then tapping the 
Define tab to see the definitions from the dictionary. Compare your definition with those from the dictionary.


If you haven't already, make sure you consider the definitions of these key words:
Declaration
Congress
dissolve
Nature's God
impel
endowed
Creator
unalienable
instituted
consent
abolish
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Read the 
Declaration again, this time stopping to answer the questions interspersed into the text. Select each question, then type a note with your answer.


By the Representatives of the

United states of America,

In general Congress assembled.



When in the course of human Events, it becomes necessary for one People to dissolve the Political Bands which have connected them with another,



Who does the 
one People 
refer to?
What are 
Political Bands?



and to assume among the Powers of the Earth, the separate and equal Station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them,


Who is assuming these powers?

Where did they get these powers?

a decent Respect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the Separation.


Whose opinions are they concerned about?
Find a phrase above that means the same as 
Separation.

We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness—-That to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just Powers from the Consent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new Government, laying its Foundation on such Principles, and organizing its Powers in such Form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.




Share your work
Tap the table of contents icon at the top left of the page. Then tap the 
Notes tab. You will see all of your answers to the questions. Then tap the box-arrow icon at the upper right, and email your work to the teacher or to your student study group for review.
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Read the 
Declaration again, this time using your tablet to explore the background and context of the text. Select each question, then type a note with your answer.


By the Representatives of the

United states of America,

In general Congress assembled.



What was the 
Congress referred to here?

Who called it into session?

Was this Congress an official part of the government of Great Britain's American colonies?


When in the course of human Events, it becomes necessary for one People to dissolve the Political Bands which have connected them with another,


What events are they referring to here?Why did the representatives want to dissolve the political bands?



and to assume among the Powers of the Earth, the separate and equal Station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them,


Separate and equal to what?
If they were entitled to be independent, why did they not make this declaration before?

a decent Respect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the Separation.

We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal,


What does this claim of equality have to do with their claim of independence? Could they become independent without insisting on equality?

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness—-


Where did the authors of this Declaration get this list of rights?
Can you find any reference to them before 1776?


That to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just Powers from the Consent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new Government,


Where did this idea, of the consent of the governed, and the right to abolish the government, come from?

laying its Foundation on such Principles, and organizing its Powers in such Form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.





Share your work
Tap the table of contents icon at the top left of the page. Then tap the 
Notes tab. You will see all of your answers to the questions. Then tap the box-arrow icon at the upper right, and email your work to the teacher or to your student study group for review.
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Read the 
Declaration again, this time using your tablet to trace and understand its implications for subsequent history and for our lives today.Select each question, then type a note with your answer.


By the Representatives of the

United states of America,

In general Congress assembled.



In the Declaration, the author is listed as 
the Representatives of the United States - each state having sent representatives to the Continental Congress. 13 years later, the Constitution begins with We the People. Explain the difference.




Trace subsequent uses of the word 
Congress in the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution.


When in the course of human Events, it becomes necessary for one People to dissolve the Political Bands which have connected them with another,


Find subsequent events in history - at home or abroad - where people dissolved their political bands.

and to assume among the Powers of the Earth, the separate and equal Station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them,



Here the authors claim that 
Nature's God has entitled them to be independent. Trace this concept of a nation endowed by God through subsequent American history.


a decent Respect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the Separation.

We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal,


Were all men equal in the society of 1776? Are we all equal today? How has this short phrase played itself out in American history?

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness—-


Do all Americans today enjoy the rights of Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness? Do you?


That to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just Powers from the Consent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new Government,


In subsequent history, have Americans ever attempted to institute a new government?



laying its Foundation on such Principles, and organizing its Powers in such Form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.





Share your work
Tap the table of contents icon at the top left of the page. Then tap the 
Notes tab. You will see all of your answers to the questions. Then tap the box-arrow icon at the upper right, and email your work to the teacher or to your student study group for review.
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You will write the script of a conversation around the dinner table. The topic is, 
The Ideals of the Declaration: How are they?

the dinner guests include:
Thomas Jefferson
Abraham Lincoln
Jefferson Davis
Susan B. Anthony
Martin Luther King
Barack Obama


Use online resources to find out enough about each guest to be able to write a cogent conversation.
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Choose the best answer for each question.




    
        
            	
                What were the authors declaring in this document?
            
        

        
            	
                		That from now on all people were equal in the eyes of the government.
		That Great Britain's American colonies were henceforth free and independent.
		That God had granted special status to this new American government.
		That the people should take over all law-making from the King and legislature.


            
        

        
            	
        

        
            	

        

    





    
        
            	
                Who authored the Declaration?
            
        

        
            	
                		A group of representatives sent by each state to a convention in Philadelphia.
		Thomas Jefferson and George Washington.
		A group of radical patriots from the various American colonies who gathered themselves together in Philadelphia in 1776.
		None of the above.


            
        

        
            	
        

        
            	

        

    





    
        
            	
                To whom was this document addresses? Who were they declaring to?
            
        

        
            	
                		The opinions of mankind.
		The Loyalists and Tories in the various colonies.
		The Parliament in England.
		The King of Great Britain and Ireland.
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